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1998 Mythopoeic Award Winners
Fantasy Award, Adult Literature:
A.S. Byatt, The Djinn in the Nightingale's Eye

Fantasy Award, Children's Literature:
Jane Yolen, Young Merlin trilogy, consisting of Passager, Hobby and Merlin

Scholarship Award, Inklings Studies:
Verlyn Flieger, A Question of Time, JR.R Tolkien's Road to Faerie

Scholarship Award, Myth and Fantasy Studies:
John Clute and John Grant, eds., The Encyclopedia ofFantasy

Award Acceptance Letters
Thank you, from all of us. It takes a long time,
and a lot of people, to give birth to a hopeful
monster sort of book like this one; and getting
this award feels a bit like having a cool bath
after a long day in the coal mines. I did a lot of
the preliminary thinking about definitions, and
wrote a lot of chat part of the book; Paul Barnett,
who writes as John Grant, did most of the
movies, and other stuff, and shaped the drafts
of the book into what any true encyclopedia
must be: an engine of reference. Mike Ashley
wrote a great amount; Roz Kaveney was essential
to the preliminary shaping; David Langford
wrote a lot, and handled everything to do with
computers-macros, formatting, cogitating, etc;
Ron Tiner took on the prickly pear ofillustrator
entries, and thought through other scuff. Gary
Westfahl and David Hartwell applied their critical
brains to drafts, steered us from some of the shoals.
All of us got it all together; and now you've
made it into a party. Thank you again.

I knew there was magic in the air when I began
the Young Merlin trilogy, but I didn't know it was
THIS magic. The books, written when I was in
Scotland, ensconsed in our beautiful stone house
Wayside, took on the color (or should I write
colour) of the British countryside.
These were true books of the heart. And chat
they touched your hearts as well-my mythcentered friends-makes me doubly proud. I will
now have a pride oflions to symbolize how proud
I feel.

-Jane Yolen
author, Young Merlin trilogy
(Winner of 1998 Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for
Children's Literature)

-John Clute
editor, The Encyclopedia ofFantasy
(Winner of 1998 Mychopoeic Scholarship
Award for Myth and Fantasy Studies)
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Bree Moot 4/Mythcon XXX
Bree and Beyond: Exploring the Fantasy Worlds of J.R.R. Tolkien and His
Fellow Travelers
July 30-August 2, 1999, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Guests of Honor:

on such topics as fantasy literature and Tolkien's
invented languages, group discussions, slide
presentations, videos, £ilk-singing, an art show and
dealer's room, a masquerade, the traditional
Mythcon procession, and a gala banquet at which
the Mythopoeic Fantasy and Scholarship Awards
will be presented. Programming will conclude on
Monday morning, August 2nd.

Douglas A. Anderson: editor of The Annotated
Hobbit, co-bibliographer with Wayne G.
Hammond of ].R.R. Tolkien: A Descriptive
Bibliography, and scholar responsible for
bringing back into print works by Kenneth
Morris and E. A Wyke-Smith.
Gary and Sylvia Hunnewell: Gary is wellknown for his occasional fanzine Ravenhill and
regular contributions to Amon Hen, and is a
knowledgeable historian and archivist ofTolkien
fandom. Sylvia is well-known as an artist whose
work has graced many Tolkien and fantasy
publications.

Paper Call
Please write (or check our web site) to inquire
about presenting a paper at Bree and Beyond.
Papers may be on any related topic, including
predecessors, contemporaries and successors of
Tolkien and all fantasy authors of both sexes and
any period. Papers relating to the conference
theme or the works of the guests of honor will be
especially welcomed. The conference theme suggests
looking at travel, the quest, world-building and
mychopoesis, but is not limited to these aspects.

The Conference Theme
Bree Moot was started by readers of Beyond Bree,
a monthly newsletter for Tolkien fans, as a
meeting of the Mensa Tolkien Special Interest
Group. In 1999, BreeMoot4 is combined with
the thirtieth annual Mythopoeic Conference,
sponsored by the Mythopoeic Society. J.RR :
Tolkien has been chosen as the central author
for this conference, with special consideration
given to Farmer Giles of Ham, since 1999 will
mark the 50th anniversary of its original
publication. It is also the centenary of Inkling
Nevill Coghill, a literary scholar. Program items
will also be planned on C.S. Lewis, Charles
Williams and the other Inklings, nominees for
the Mythopoeic Fantasy Award, and other
fantasy-related works and authors.
Join us for a Tolkien-filled weekend,
beginning Friday afternoon, July 30, 1999.
Planned events include guest of honor addresses,
other speakers, formal papers, panel discussions

Registration
Membership in Bree Moot 4/Mythcon XXX is
$35 until September 15, 1998. (Children aged
12 and under are free, but must be adequately
supervised.) Please make checks payable to
Mythcon XXX. Information on room and board
packages will be announced later. To register or
co obtain further information, contact:

Bree Moot 4/Mythcon XXX
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Book Reviews
Two Fairy Tale Retellings
ROBIN

MCKINLEY,

Greenwillow, 1997.
$16.00 (hardback).

into financial ruin, and it is Beauty who
discovers the deed to a place called Rose Cottage,
left to them by an old family friend who may
have been a greenwitch, and the family moves
there to much lowered circumstances. But there,
each sister discovers her own abilities. Bold
Lionheart discovers a talent for cooking and
finds that she enjoys working with horses. She
~isguises herself as a boy and gets a job as a
stablehand for the local squire. Loquacious
Jeweltongue becomes a fine seamstress and
makes friends in the nearby town. Gentle Beaury
stays home to take care of the cottage, but her
gardening abilities blossom as she grows food
for the family and brings the tangled roses
surrounding the cottage back to life. But then
their father sets out to recover what he can from
one last ship of his that has come in, and on his
way home in a snowstorm, he comes upon the
castle of the Beast. As in the original, Beaury
sets out to fulfill her father's promise to the
Beast, moving into the castle with its unseen
servants, and soon finds herself trying to restore
the Beast's dying roses. As Beaury gets to know
the Beast, she discovers his artistic talents and
interest in the stars, and gradually learns how
the once arrogant philosopher came to this
place. The ending, while unexpected, is
satisfying.

Rose Daughter. New York:
ISBN 0-688-15439-5, 306 pp.,

I have always enjoyed books chat are take-offs on
traditional fairy tales. This has been a popular
trend in children's books in recent years, from
picture books like The True Story of the 3 Little
Pigs by Jon Scieszka and Sleeping Ugly by Jane
Yolen to the many retellings of tales by William
Brooke or to teen novels like The Magic Circle by
Donna Jo Napoli or Kissing the Witch by Emma
Donoghue, which is a feminist retelling linking
many of the tales. Yolen also did an adult version
of Sleeping Beaury in Briar Rose, which was part
of the Ace {later Tom Doherry) Fairy Tales series
including several books by Minnesota authorsThe Sun, the Moon, and the Stars by Steven Brust,
Tam Lin by Pamela Dean, and Snow White and
Rose Red by Patricia Wrede. And Terri Windling
edited a series of books of short stories based on
fairy tales with Ellen Dadow, beginning with Snow

White, Blood Red.
Twenty years after penning her enchanting
novel, Beauty: A Retelling ofthe Story ofBeauty and
the Beast, McKinley has revisited the tale and
brought new dimensions and insights to it. Rich
with the imagery and practical realities of
gardening, especially of growing roses, Rose
Daughter unfolds at a slower pace, and the magic
is darker and more powerful. The descriptions are
lush with detail, and the language is often
sumptuous. And in this version, the sisters become
allies rather than antagonists.
Throughout her childhood, Beaury has had
dreams of walking down a shadowy corridor,
knowing that a monster is waiting for her at the
end of it, but feeling powerless to stop. When she
grows older, before her sisters, Lionheart and
Jeweltongue, can be married off, their father falls

Ella Enchanted. New York:
HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 0-06-027511-1, 233 pp.,
$14.95. .

GAIL CARSON LEVINE,

Readers of McKinley's Rose Daughter will also
like Ella Enchanted, a retelling of the tale of
Cinderella. Somewhat lighter in tone and more
humorous in places, Ella can be read by readers
in about grades 5 and up. At birth, baby Eleanor
is given the gift of obedience by the flighry fairy
Lucinda, a gift which reveals itself to be a curse.
Ella must always obey a direct command,
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though she gradually.learns how to blunt any
imprecise order. Before her death, Ella's mother
commands her not td tell anyone of her curse.
Only Mandy, the family cook, who also turns
out to be her fairy godmother, knows her secret.
When her father sends her off to finishing
school, Mandy helps her by giving her a book
in which she can see or read what is going on in
other places. At the school, Ella is exploited by
two nasty sisters, Hattie and Olive, who will
eventually become her stepsisters when her
father marries Dame Olga. Hattie quickly
figures out that she can order Ella around, and
forces her to give up the necklace that belonged
to her mother. Running away, Ella sets off in
search of the fairy Lucinda in hopes of ending
the curse, meeting ogres and giants along the
way, as well as the heir to the throne, Prince
Charmane, who finds her charming. But her
meeting with Lucinda doesn't turn out the way
she expects, and Ella is soon reunited with her
father, who sends her to live with her new
stepmother and stepsisters, where she is put to
work as a scullery maid. Many of the elements
of the traditional Cinderella tale are here-the
fairy godmother, the glass slipper, the palace
balls-but the story is enhanced by the spunky
heroine with a curse who is willing to sacrifice
her own happiness in order to save her prince.

(Peter Tremayne, Margaret Frazer). Each writer
selected one of the Bard's plays and composed a
mystery--often a murder; there are plenty of these
in Shakespeare!-either inside or around the plot.
Twenty-three of Shakespeare's works (plus two
stories about the playwright himself and his works)
are included, from Cymbeline to The Tempest.
Needless to say, the collection is a very mixed bag.
The approach which seems to work best is
one in which the author expands a minor or offstage incident in the play. Among these is Keith
Taylor's "The Banished Men," based on Two
Gentlemen ofVerona, which details the adventures
ofValentine among the outlaw band he joins after
being banished from Milan. In the play, the
robbers, finding Valentine to be a man of worth,
offer him the leadership of their band at once.
Taylor's version of how Valentine wins their respect
(and wealth) is much more believable, as well as
being a rousing adventure tale. I also greatly
enjoyed "A Villainous Company" by Susanna
Gregory, which sets Hotspur's wife Kate as
detective in discovering a murderer, while offering
an explanation as to why Glendower abandoned
his allies at the Battle of Shrewsbury, the climax
of Henry N, Part 1.
"The Shrewd Taming of Lord Thomas" deals
with the abandoned frame story of The Taming of
the Shrew. Author Mary Monica Pulver postulates
a fitting ending of the prank played on drunken
Christopher Sly, who is made to think he is a lord.
In "A Sea of Troubles," the conspiracies and
paranoia of Hamlet are expanded even further by
Steve Lockley's treatment. And last but not least,
Patricia A. McKillip offers an excellent tale, "StarCrossed," in which the men of the Verona Watch,
entreated by their Prince, puzzle out the chain of
events leading to the discovery of three fresh
corpses in Juliet's tomb in Romeo and Juliet.
McKillip gives these minor characters both names
and complicated lives of their own as they question
witnesses and dwell on their own loves and
deceptions.

Reviewed by Laura Krentz

Back in Time ...
MIKE ASHLEY, EDITOR, Shakespearean Whodunnits. New
York: Carroll & Graf Publishers, Inc., 1997. ISBN 07867-0482-9, tp, $10.95.

This book is a collection of original mystery
short stories based on the plays of William
Shakespeare, from a diverse group of writersincluding fantasises (Patricia A. McKillip, Tom
Holt), scholars (Derek Wilson, Rosemary
Aitken ), and writers of historical mysteries
6

Other plays, with stories set after the events
on stage and postulating further crimes and
complications, do not fare as well as these, but
lovers of Shakespeare should find this entire
collection an entertaining return to the plots and
characters of his well-loved works.

of Edouard's discoveries to further himself.
Nicholas then sets out to stop the actions and
(he hopes) keep Edouard's name from becoming
further sullied. The course of the book is the
unfolding of the mystery of who the
necromancer is, where he is operating from, and
how to stop him.
Wells has always exhibited a fine mastery
of pace. Her books carry the reader at a headlong
clip to the end, their rhythm never faltering or
stumbling. In short, they are tales well told. But
my one problem with Wells is that I find myself
saying, "so what?" at the end of her books. Her
stories are fun and rollicking, but they lack any
emotional or intellectual punch: they are the
sound and the fury signifying very little.
Although the reader does not want to put down
her books-I wanted to know what happened
to Nicholas-once having finished, there is little
to meditate on. That is, the story doesn't stay
with you. But what a wonderful story it is while
you're reading it.
After her first two books, I had classified
Martha Wells as a talent to watch. Now after
her third book, I am still classifying her as a
talent to watch. Maybe with the next book all
her strong narrative talents will start to say
something, to convey more than just the story
elements. Until then, by all means read The
Death ofthe Necromancer. It's a great story.

Reviewed by Eleanor M Farrell
MARTHA WELLS, The Death of the Necromancer. New
York: Avon Eos, 1998. ISBN 0-380-97334-0, hardcover,
$23.00.

Martha Wells's latest book, The Death of the
Necromancer, is another milestone in the career of
a talented author who is still developing in the
trade. The story takes place in the same world as
her first book, The Element ofFire, a world where
sorcery and magic (carefully differentiated) exist
side by side with technology. The society of these
two books parallels our own European society: the
first book was set in an era remarkably Elizabethan,
while Necromancer takes place a few hundred years
later in the world's "Victorian" era.
Wells enhances the Victorian pastiche by
giving us a story that mimics a good Wilkie Collins
mystery. Nicholas Valiarde is the former ward of
Edouard Viller, a scientist who was framed,
convicted, and executed for the death via
necromancy of a woman. Since Edouard's death,
Nicholas has committed himself to bringing about
the downfall of Count Montesq, the man who
framed Edouard. To these ends, Nicholas has
created a vast criminal network to cause hardship
to Montesq. The book opens as Nicholas and
cohorts are stealing gold from a noblewoman in
order to complete the downfall of Montesq. In
the middle of the heist they encounter a horrific
death-like ghoul. Once safely back home, Nicholas
is visited by a half-bit conjurer named Octave who
questions Nicholas about his actions that evening.
Nicholas puts two and two together and discovers
that there is a mad necromancer who is using some

Reviewed by Matthew Scott Winslow

"Literature is my Utopia. Here I am not
disenfranchised. No barrier of the senses
shuts me out from the sweet, gracious
discourses of my book friends. They talk
to me without embarrassment or
awkwardness."
Helen Keller
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Activity Calendar
Dayton-Kettering: THE PRANCING PoNY

Contact the Discussion Group Secretary:

David Lenander

Eileen Ribner,

PENNSYLVANIA
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre area (NE PA)

The Bird & Baby Web Page:

Clenn Sadler,

Prospective Groups

Pittsburgh area
Will Vaus,

CONNECTICUT
Southington (Central CT)
Bill Pierce,

TENNESSEE

FLORIDA

Nashville: SPARE OoM
Mary & Conrad Stolzenbach,

North Central Florida: ERYN GALEN
B.L. McCauley,

TEXAS
Dallas: SoCffH FARTHING·

GEORGIA

Richard Ruane,

Atlanta area: CENTRAL AnANTIS
Irv Koch,

Chartered Groups
CALIFORNIA

Hoschton: SHEEP, INDEED

Glen GoodKnight,

Greater Los Angeles: N1GGLE's PARISH
Beau Farr, Eden,

ILLINOIS

Los Angeles/Pasadena: MYDGARD

Peoria: THE FAR WESTFARTHING SM/AL

Lee Speth,

Mike Foster,

.
Aug 16: Pincher Martin/The Inheritors by William Golding

MICHIGAN

San Francisco Bay Area: KHAZAD-D0M

Julie Bailey,

Edith Crowe & Amy Wisniewski,

MISSOURI
St. Louis: THE KHAZAD

September 20: Bilbo's and Frodo's Birthday Party
October 11: Earthquake Weather by Tim Powers
November 15: Nadya by Pat Murphy
December 5: Reading and Eating Meeting

S. Gary & Sylvia Hunnewell,

OHIO
Akron

COLORADO

David Staley,

Denver area: FANUIDHOL ("CLOUDY HEAD")
Patricia Yarrow,

Cincinnati
Diane Joy Baker,

August: A Gathering ofHeroes by Paul Edwin Zimmer
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Washington & Suburbs: KNossos

WASHINGTON
Seattle: MITHLOND
Lenore Jackson,

Mimi Stevens,
August 21: Talking Godby Tony Hillerman
FLORIDA
Tampa Bay: HoBBIT0N
Paul S. Ritz,

August 9: Gollum

WISCONSIN
Milwaukee: THE BURRAHOBBITS
Jeffrey & Jan Long,

HAWAII

Aug. 18: The Lions ofA/,-Rassan by Guy Gavriel Kay

Oahu: SAMMAm NAUR
Steve Brown,

Special Interest Group
THE ELVISH LINGUISTIC FEUOWSHIP
Carl Hostetter,

LOUISIANA
Baton Rouge: RoKE
Douglas A. Rossman,
Publishes newsletter, Vtnyar Tengwar ("News Letters")
The ELF also publishes Panna Eldalamberon ("The
Book of Elven-tongues"). Christopher Gilson,

MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor-Flint: GALAJJHREMMIN-ENNORATH
· Dave & Grace Lovelace,

Correspondence Groups

MINNESOTA
Minneapolis-St. Paul: RlvENDEIL
David Lenander {See address above)

BUTTERBUR's WOODSHED (general fantasy)
Eleanor Farrell,
Correspondence circular with set topic. Info:

NEVADA
Reno: CRJCKHOILOW
Joanne Burnett,-Bowen,

September.: War in Heaven and The Greater
Trumps by Charles Williams
November: The Mistress ofSpices by Chitra
Banerjee Divakaruni

NORTH CAROLINA

ONCE UPON A TIME (children's fantasy)
Laura Krentz,

Charlotte: THEN. CAROLINA ToLJ(]EN SOCIETY
Matt & Renita Peeler,

Correspondence circular. Info:

PENNSYLVANIA
Lancaster Area: C.S. LEWIS AND FRIENDS
Neil Gussman,

Online Discussion Group
COINHERENCE
Online discussion of Charles Williams
Contact David Davis:
Currently discussing Thomas Cranmer ofCanterbury

SOUTH CAROLINA
Columbia: THE COLUMBIA C. S. LEWJs SoaETY
Louise Grooms,
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'Caught by a Rumour':
News and Notes
Tolkien Park
• Legends, edited by Robert Silverberg (Tor Books,
October, $27.95) , has brand new short novels set
in popular fantasy worlds by their own original
authors. Authors include Stephen King (a
Gunslinger piece), Terry Pratchett, Terry
Goodkind, Orson Scott Card (Alvin Maker),
Robert Silverberg, Ursula Le Guin (an Earchsea
sequel, entitled "Dragonfly"), Tad Williams,
George R.R. Martin, Anne McCaffrey (Pern),
Raymond Feist, and Robert Jordan.

A Museum or Study Centre dedicated to the
life and works of J.R.R Tolkien has been on
the wish list ofTolkien and Mythopoeic Society
members for many years, and after several false
stares it may soon become a reality. A group of
Birmingham residents who wish to preserve the
green fringes of the River Cole have set in
motion the possible creation of such a centre,
which would be within a park running from
the centre of Birmingham to the suburbs,
including the mill at Sarehole. Mr Steve
McCabe, the Member of Parliament for this
area, attended this year's Tolkien Society general
meeting (AGM) to discuss his proposals.
Although there are many practical questions to
be addressed in the near future, especially with
regard to obtaining sufficient funding for the
project, the situation at present is chat the
existing buildings around the Mill, or buildings
at the Birmingham end of the park, could be
used for a Tolkien Centre. For more information
about this project, contact The Tolkien Society,

• Academy Chicago published (February 1998),
under the title The Notorious Abbess, their long
overdue collection of tales of the Abbess of
Shaston, by Vera Chapman (1898-1997), the
founder of the British Tolkien Society. This was
orginally announced for publication in 1993, but
was unaccountably delayed. · 1t contains twelve
stories. Hardover at $22. 50; paperback at $12.95.
• Other upcoming fiction releases: Patrick
O'Leary's The Gift will be out in trade paper
($13.95) from Tor in October. Jane Yolen has a
new White Jenna novel, The One-Armed Q},leen
($23.95), due out in November (also from Tor).
HarperPrism is doing a trade paperback original,
Last Summer at Mars Hill, by Elizabeth Hand
($13.00, September), a short story collection.

New and Forthcoming Publications

Audio Recordings

• Kent State University Press will issue a
paperback edition, for $16.00, of Doris T.
Myers's C.S. Lewis in Context (winner of the
Mythopoeic Scholarship Award for Inklings
Studies) in September.

HarperCollins UK is releasing an unabridged
reading by Martin Shaw of The Silmarillion, as 5
twin-cassette packs (about· 15 hours total),
currently being released sepatately. A boxed set,
The Silmarillion Gift Pack, will be available in
October. Bantam Doubleday Dell Audio have
bought the U.S. rights but are producing it on
both compact discs and cassettes, divided
differently (three volumes each with either 4
cassettes or 5 CDs). Cost is $25 for cassettes;
$29.95 for CDs; a boxed set may be available later.

• Volume 14 of the Inklings journal, Seven, is
available from the Marion E. Wade Center,
Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 601875593.($12.50 plus $2 postage). This issue
includes articles on Dorothy L. Sayers, Warren
Lewis, Charles Williams, George MacDonald,
and Inkling authors on the Internet.
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Also, HarperCollins will release an unabridged
reading of Roverandom by Derek Jacobi on cassette
in October; U.S. edition from BDD possible but
as yet unannounced. {Thanks to The Tolkien
Collector 18 for chis information!).

Projections and Reflections, broadly conceived
as historical, political, religious, textual, musical,
philosophical and physical, in the medieval to
early modern periods {c. 400 - 1700 A. D.).
The conference will take place October 23-25,
1998. Contact: Anne Latowsky,

Conferences
Oxonmoot, the Tolkien Society's annual event,
will take place September 25-27, 1998, at Exeter
College, Oxford, England. Ted Nasmith will
autograph the new ·edition of The Silmarillion
containing his original illustrations. Info:
Christine Davidson,

On Saturday, October, 17, 1998, the Ninth
Annual Columbia Medieval Guild Conference
will be held in Philosophy Hall, Columbia
University, New York. Theme: The Fictions of
History: Medieval Representations of the Past.
Keynote Address: Dr. Michael Clanchy,
University of London. This conference will
investigate the strategies of medieval writers and
artists for representing the past., especially the
theoretical and aesthetic principles that inform
verbal and visual retellings of history ranging
from lace antiquity through the fifteenth
century. Info: Lisa Cooper,

C. S. Lewis and th~ Literary Tradition will be
held September .24-26, 1998 at Wheaton
College, Illinois. The conference is jointly
sponsored by the English Department and the
Wade Center. Speakers: David Downing, Bruce
Edwards, Tom Martin, Christopher Mitchell,
George Musacchio, Doris Myers, and Philip
Yancey. As a special feature, professional actor Tom
Key will present "C. S. Lewis on Stage," a dramatic
performance. Registration, including the drama
and a banquet, is $60. Contact: Rosemary Stelz

In chis centennial of the births of C. S. Lewis
and Owen Barfield, Drew University's Third
Annual Graduate School Conference in the
Humanities will focus on the coterie ofscholars
at Oxford whose works have captured the
literary and religious imaginations of many. The
Inklings: Religious and Literary Reflections
will be held on October 31, 1998, with papers
and panels on C. S. Lewis, J. R. R Tolkien,
Charles Williams, Dorothy Sayers, and Owen
Barfield, focusing on influences and sourcesincluding mythology, fairy tales, religion,
philosophy, linguistics, and important figures
such as George MacDonald-for the works and
thought of these individuals. For information:

Coming up i.n the yearlong 1998 C.S. Lewis
Centennial Celebrations at Rivermont
Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg, VA: October 811: C.S. Lewis Conference with speakers Lyle
Dorsett and Jerry Root of Wheaton College.
October 10: 'Breakfast in Narnia' with Dr. Jerry
Root. November 8: A musical version of the play
Narnia. Contact Vic Uotinen
The Medieval to Early Modern Student
Organization of the Pacific, hosted by the
University of Washington in Seattle, announces
its fourth annual graduate student conference,
which will focus on the theme of Endings:
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invites session and paper proposals for its fifth
annual interdisciplinary conference on February
18-20, 1999. Theme: Material Culture and
Cultural Materialisms in the Middle Ages and
the Renaissance. The Center welcomes papers that
explore any topic related to t~e study and teac~ing
of the Middle Ages and Renaissance and especially
those that focus on this year's theme of material
culture. Selected papers related to the conference
theme are considered for publication in the fifth
volume of the "Arizona Studies in the Middle Ages
and the Renaissance" series, published by Brepols
Publishers (Belgium). The conference will al~o
host "The Medieval Book: A ~orkshop 1n
Codicological Practice," led ~y Richard Cle~~nt,
University of Kansas. Location: Tempe Mission
Palms Hotel, two blocks from Arizona State
University and 15 minutes from Phoenix
International airport. Registration fee: $60 ($35
for students). Deadline: October 1, 1998.
Information: Robert E. Bjork,

contact Inklings Conference,
.

Paper Calls
The 1999 National Convention of the Popular
Culture Association & American Culture
Association will be held March 31-April 3,
1999, in San Diego, CA, at the Marriott Hotel.
The Science Fiction/Fantasy Area of the Popular
Culture Association solicits papers, paper
proposals, and panel propos~s from ~cholars
interested in any aspect of science fiction and
fantasy. Any disciplinary method or_ ~pproach
is welcome! Proposals on film, telev1S1on, and
written works are solicited. Papers: send a 250word abstract OR a finished paper (max. 20
minutes) with a 50-word abstract. Panels: send
four 250-word abstracts OR finished papers
with 50-word abstracts and a panel name and
list of participants. Deadline: Septem~~r 10,
1998. Mail submissions to: Barbara Silliman,

The Future of Narrative: Speculative Criticism,
a special issue of Paradoxa: Studies in World
Literary Genres due to appear in the summer ?f
1999, invites submissions that turn the tr
attention forward to consider what narrative will
look like, sound like, and read like in the new
millennium. Deadline: September 1, 1998. We
will consider both conventional offerings and
those that themselves cross generic or discursive
boundaries, thereby critifictionally enacting the
mutations they are discussing, but all pieces
(6,500 words max.) should be lucid, jargon-free,
and accessible to a literate general audience. Style
must conform to the MLA Handbook for Writm
of Research Papers, 4th ed: (1?95). For ~o_re
information and further gu1delmes, please VISlt:
http://www.uidaho.edu/ ~ lolsen/paradoxa.html.

Online Middle-earth Coming
Sierra On-Line is at work on a massively multiplayer online game called Middle-earth that will
be based on J.R.R. Tolkien's epic fantasy books
The Hobbit and The Lord ofthe Ring.r. Sierra said
Middle-earth will use the technology of its online
role-playing game The Realm but will allow gamers
to play classic Tolkien characters _such as elv~s,
dwarves, Hobb its and humans. Middle-earth will
be able to support thousands ofsimult~ne~us us~rs
and is expected to go into beta testmg m mid1999. The game will be set during the Third Age
ofTolkien's Middle-earth universe, decades after
the adventures of Frodo and the destruction of
Sauron.

The Arizona Center for Medieval and
Renaissance Studies at Arizona State University
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Mythopoeic Press Release
The Mythopoeic Press presents its latest book: Chad Walsh Reviews C. S. Lewis (ISBN 1-887726-05-5,
June 1998, 52 pages, trade paper) To order, contact: Joan Marie Verba, PO Box 1363, Minnetonka,
MN 55345-0363. $4.95 plus $1.00 postage and handling. Make checks payable to The Mythopoeic
Society
Professor Chad Walsh (1914-1991) established himself as the American authority on C. S. Lewis
with the publication his C. S. Lewis: Apostle to the Skeptics in 1949. He was thereafter frequently
called upon to review Lewis's books in such publications as The New York Times Book Review, The
Saturday Review, and The Washington Post. This book, Chad Walsh Reviews C S. Lewis, collects these
reviews for the first time, and includes a fascinating memoir by Walsh's daughter, describing her
family's visits with Lewis in the 1950s and their long friendship with the woman whom Lewis would
marry, Joy Davidman Gresham.
"These sharp-edged and cogent reviews of books by C. S. Lewis, published between 1947 and
1978, show Lewis's career and reputation in the making, and offer still-fresh insights to today's readers.
What's more, the memoir by Walsh's daughter, Damaris Walsh McGuire, brings strikingly new and
detailed information about Joy Davidman Gr,esham Lewis and both of her husbands. A riveting read
from beginning to end, this book will delight scholars and fans alike."-Nancy-Lou Patterson,
Distinguished Professor Emerita, University of Waterloo; Reviews Editor, Myth/ore
"This book is like a little box of gems. Each review by Chad Walsh is a lovely jewel; and Damaris
Walsh McGuire's memoir is a unique treasure in its own right,"-Lyle W. Dorsett, Professor of
Educational Ministries and Evangelism, Wheaton College, and biographer ofJoy Davidman Lewis
"These reviews of Lewis's key books are an excellent starting point for both beginner and researcher
in Lewis studies. Walsh tersely summarires the essence of each book. His evaluations of what Lewis is
trying to do are both sensitive and scholarly, sympathetic but not sycophantic."-Doris T. Myers,
author of C. S. Lewis in Context
"The memoir is a loving and poignant addition to our few glimpses of Jack and Joy, and Walsh's
reviews are written with grace and insight. This volume is a welcome addition to Lewis scholarship."Sherwood Smith, author of Wren to the Rescue and Crown Duel

Other Society Publications
Mythic Circle #21 has just been published and has been sent to subscribers. Copies
are available through the Mythopoeic Society Orders Department (see inside back
cover for address). Cost is $6.50 plus $2 postage. Myth/ore 84 (Summer 1998) is also
now available for $4.50 plus $1 postage.
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Songs from the Younger Days
DAVID ARKENSTONE, In The Wake of the Wind
(Narada ND 64003), Quest ofthe Dream ~rrior
(Narada ND 64008), Return of the Guardians
(Narada ND 64011). $16.00 each.

desert maiden gives him an important clue),
then through the sea, on the great ship,
Stardancer. Our hero meets dancers, rug
merchants (one of whom gives him a flying
carpet), and, at important places, gives away the
gems in his pouch, rejects the treasure in a large
mound and sails home, remembering his
adventures. The first half
of the disc prepares for
the next: "Papillion" and
"Borderlands" highlight
the orchestral quality,
the
multi-facetted
textures that are such a
part of Arkenstone's
music. A driving beat
underscores
"Firedancer," while
"Southern Cross" is
melodic, rich with lyrical violin. The second
portion highlights the appearance of the magical
ship, Stardancer, and the successful completion
of the mission. "Overture," "Morning Suns of
the Sails" (dedicated to Aaron Copeland), "Star
Dancer," "Through the Gates" and "Sailing" are
very much nautical music, evocative of the boats
and seas. Calypso beats punctuate "The
Festival," while "Emerald Dream" is almost
Celtic. The ear must find variety within the
music; it will not be on the surfaces. With
Mercedes Lackey at the helm, the stories in
Quest of the Dream mtrrior and Return of the
Guardians become more complex. Still quests,
but more ambiguous. Does the music reflect the
change? Then, there are the maps: every fantasy
has one.

With a name like Arkenstone, an artist is
asking for trouble; it's almost impossible not
to link him to fantasy, which seems to come
in threes nowadays. These linked tales, by
Arkenstone, Eric Lindel and Terry Woods
(Wind) and by Mercedes Lackey and
Ar kens tone ( Quest, Return), follow this
pattern. A consummate professional, David
Arkenstone plays at least six instruments, does
lead and backing vocals, and composed all the
music. He has six other albums besides these,
two more with a group called Troika. That
makes eleven discs in all. A lot of work. One
has to call Arkenstone a "New Age" musician.
He has all the earnest, searching qualities, the
spiritual sense, the calming ambiance of New
Age. There are few artists whom I'd want to
hear the complete works of within a twentyfour hour period. These are not discs I'd
recommend listening to one after the other.
One a week will do nicely. The ear tends to
forget distinctions between songs, unless the
artist is extraordinarily gifted with variety.
One could ask if there is any progression or
stylistic change from disc to disc. On the other
hand, if one listens to Arkenstone in
moderation, one can appreciate his gifts for
sprightly, textured songs, rich with melody.
In the mtke ofthe Wind tells the episodic
tale of Andolin, a young boy troubled because
his people can no longer sail to other islands
because of the Lion's Breath, a wind which
occludes the sea-lanes. (The Lion's Breath
occurs because the people forget to live in
harmony with nature and each other.)
Andolin journeys, first on butterfly wings
through air, then on land, through desert (a

Reviewed by Diane Joy Baker
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Mythprint is the monthly bulletin of the Mychopoeic Society, a nonprofit educational organization
devoted to the study, discussion and enjoyment of myth and fantasy literature, especially the works of

J.RR Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, and Charles Williams. To promote these interests, the Society publishes
three magazines, maintains a World Wide Web site, and sponsors the annual Mythopoeic Conference and awards for fiction and scholarship, as well as local and written discussion groups.
Mychopoeic Society Web Site: http://home.earthlink.net/ .-emfarrell/mychsoc/ mychsoc.html

Membership and Subscriptions
Membership in the Mythopoeic Society is $5 per year, which entitles you to members' rates on
publications.

Mythprint Subscription Rates
First class U.S.
Canada
Overseas surface
Overseas air

Members
$12.00/year
$16.50/year
$19.50/year
$26.00/year

Institutions and non-members
$17.00/year
$21.50/year
$24.50/year
$31.00/year

The number in the upper right corner of your mailing label is the "Whole Number" of the last issue
. of your subscription. Checks should be made out to the Mychopoeic Society. Foreign orderers should
use U.S. funds if possible; otherwise add 15% to the current exchange rate.
The Mythopoeic Sofiety also publishes two other magazines: Myth/ore, a quarterly journal ofTolkien,
Lewis, Williams, fantasy and mythic studies (subscription $15/year for Society members, $4 for a
sample issue) and The Mythic Circle, publishing fiction, poems, etc., three times per year ($ 13/year
for Society members, $6.50 for a sample issue).
Back issues of Mythprint are available for $leach (postage included). For subscriptions and back
issues of Society publications, contact:
Mychopoeic Society Orders Department

Submissions for Mythprint
Reviews, discussion group reports, news items, letters, art work, and other submissions for Mythprint
are always welcome. Please contact the editor for details on format, or send materials to:
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This issue of Mythprint is brought to you for free and open access by
the Mythopoeic Society at the SWOSU Digital Commons.
For more issues of Mythprint go to https:ljdc.swosu.edu/mythprint/all issues.html

To join the Mythopoeic Society, go to: http:ljwww.mythsoc.org/jo in.htm

sw_Osu

